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Your calm nature, wisdom and
simplicity inspires me a lot

- Nisha Soni
(MSW 2009)

You are the perfect example of what a Guru should be like for young
people. Thank you for being a good teacher to us. You touched the heart of so
many students. I really appreciate all the support that you have provided me
during the two years. You made areal difference in the lives of the students you
taught, me being one of them.

What inspires me about you is your calm nature, wisdom and simplicity.
Your perspective of life isunique, and you believe in equality for all.

We did so many study-tours together and the way you have led the social
work department is phenomenal. I remember, | was in your filed-work group
and your guidance was excellent to learn about community work and
humanity. You showed care and empathy to me when [ was going through the
tough time. Even after the study you have showed the same care for me.

While writing this [ am feeling grateful for all the work you have done for
the department. The way you listen to all the students with calm and
compassion is the example of great leadership. You have helped me so many
times and with patience and care. hope to meet you soon and talk about your
experience and life.

[ wish you all the best for your retirement life. Please relax and enjoy the
reward of your years of hard work.
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Anandiben has contributed a lot in social work
education and practice, both locally and nationally

- Prof. (Dr.) Aruna Khasgiwala
(Former Dean & Head, Faculty of Social Work,
The M.S. University of Baroda)

Thanks for inviting me to write few words for Anandiben. I feel very
happy to write about Anandiben, who is a very close friend of mine and I have
very lovely memories of my association with her, both academically and
personally. Itis more than 30 years since [ have known her. We have interacted
somuch atvarious fronts thatitis difficult to express in few words.

[ found in Anandiben, a genuine Professional, Committed Academician,
who have contributed a lot in social work education and practice, both locally
and nationally.

She is a true Gandhian, who is having a blend of tradition and modernity;
a sincere friend always ready to help; a woman of substance, who has concern
to develop Social Work Literature in Gujarati; a thorough professional with
convictions in Social Work Values.

[ wish All thebest to Anandiben, for the years ahead. I wish her a healthy,
peaceful and productive life. A teacher never retires; | am sure she will be more
active, productive and continue contributing in Social Work Profession. May
allherremaining dreams and wishes come true.
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A Few Sweet Words of Associational Memory
on Retirement of Professor Anandiben Patel

- Prof. (Dr.) Chhaya Patel (Retired)
(Faculty of Social Work, The M.S. University of Baroda)

[ feel, saying 'Good Bye' or 'Farewell' is hugely challenging - be it on
account of social, personal relationship or professional association. Past
memories and sentiments of having been together and/or having worked
together in numerous formal and informal settings, and in various personal
and professional capacities get invoked and flood the mind. Emotions defy
intent and aspirations to compose a suitable text. Nevertheless, I shall make a
modest attempt at it to honour and celebrate my association with Professor
Anandiben.

First question that shook my memory-box was: when did I first meet her?
Haditbeenrecent or of short duration, the answer would have been easy. But |
had to think hard as us in-print and face to face association dates back now to
several years.Learning, teaching, mentoring, researching and publishing in
the same subject of Social Work, despite being based in different Universities,
became our common ground of disciplinary and academic interest, concerns,
exchanges, meetings, discussions and work. Let me recall and pick some of
those memories and share them here.

Professor Anandiben deeply impressed me as an excellent academician
in more than one senses. Her such personal virtues and professional values as
simplicity, cheerful, pleasant and welcoming demeanour, ethics, integrity,
time-bound functioning, hosting and receiving all her visitors with care and
warmth have left a deep imprint on me. Whenever the bitterest, critical
responses, sharp comments came from her mouth, they tasted sweet and well-
intended. Many online meetings of DRC for monitoring doctoral researches,
selection committees, Ph.D. viva voce examinations, PG examination work of
confidential nature relating to paper setting, assessment and results, in both
our universities respectively, bear testimony to this sentiment, impression,
image and view abouther.

Howsoever, busy in her schedules of daily routine administrative work
and calendared academic engagements, her doors were always open to all her
visitors - be they students and colleagues of her Department and University or
to me during my visits for meeting and to my doctoral students seeking her
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guidance and critical comments on their work. l have witnessed her practicing
these virtues, values and qualities which always reminded me of my mentors,
teachers and Founders of Baroda School of Social Work such as Professors Dr.
Parin Vakharia, Dr. Indira Patel, K M Sharma, Indubhai Shelat and Dr. Armaity
S.Desai of TISS, Mumbai.

This eminent fraternity of scholars and academicians to which Professor
Anandiben belonged never really retired. To them, the formal retirement was
like the pause button. After working incessantly for about three decades, a
pauseisindeed desirable and recommendable to Professor Anandiben. All the
lost joys and pleasures of well-deserved but much missed leisure-escapes
mustbe now indulged in as am doing after my retirement.

Dear Anandiben, [ wish you happy retirement. Do continue to enjoy good
health andnow the luxury of - “Mann Marziyaa” as they say it in Hindi!!
Welcome to the “Club65”!!

Uy
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2 ¢, AU A s ASAHL W define 53 U3 L § s€lal “My Work is My
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Dear Anandi Ma’am.

It has been a Pleasure to be your student and it was my privilege and blessing
of universe that I also got chance to work with you. I Know that you are a person,
who cannot survive without work, so my Best Wishes to You Ma’am for your
ongoing journey of work. Always Stay Happy & Healthy Ma’am. Love You Ma’am.
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Prof. Anandiben possesses a profound
understanding of curriculum development, pedagogical
methodologies, and student engagement strategies

- Prof. (Dr.) Jagdish Solanki

(Former Dean & Head, Faculty of Social Work,
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda)

It is a matter of pleasure, pride and privilege to pen down few lines of
appreciation in favour of Prof. Anandiben Patel. [ have worked with her as
colleague, member in board of studies, member in board of examiners and
member of Departmental Research Committee and many such forums.

Her dedication, leadership, andinvaluable contributions to the
Department of Social Work at Gujarat Vidyapith-Ahmedabad have left an
indelible mark.During my interactions with her, I have seen the very good
administrative and academic acumen. In the realm of administration, she has
consistently demonstrated a keen ability to streamline processes, allocate
resources efficiently, and foster a collaborative environment. She has
effectively demonstrated her leadership as Head of the Department
showcasing a strategic mindset and a knack for problem-solving, whether it's
optimizing workflow, workload or implementing innovative solutions. She
consistently has ensured smooth operations within her purview.

As she embarks on the journey of retirement, it's a moment to reflect on
her remarkable contributions to social work education and the profession.
Her authored books in the Gujarati language stand as a testament to her
commitment and expertise, enriching the field with valuable insights. Her
efforts to author social work literature in Gujarati language will be recorded as
a beacon of inspiration for those dedicated to advancing social work in rural
areas of Gujarat.

On the academic front, Prof. Aanandi Patel has played a pivotal role in
elevating educational standards. She possesses a profound understanding of
curriculum development, pedagogical methodologies, and student
engagementstrategies. Her commitment to academic excellence is reflected in
long period of headship, which has positively impacted both students and
department. Furthermore, she has excelled in fostering a collaborative and
inclusive academic environment, encouraging interdisciplinary dialogue and
nurturinga culture of continuous improvement.
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Acknowledging her pivotal role in establishing the local association of
professional social work educators and practitioners, her leadership in
addressing critical issues and fortifying social work education and the
profession is commendable. This initiative stands as a testament to her
commitmentto the betterment of our field.

In summary, she has been an outstanding individual, whose blend of
administrative prowess andacademic insight has significantly contributed to
the success of Gujarat Vidyapith- Ahmedabad. Her dedication to excellence
sets a benchmark for others to follow, making her an invaluable asset to our
academic community and professional fraternity.

Her literary legacy will undoubtedly inspire future generations. Wishing
her a fulfilling and well-deserved retirement, knowing that her contribution
will continue to inspire those passionate about social work.
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! We all learned a lot from your
compassionate and wise counsel

- Kirtee Shah

Architect
(ASAG)

[ am delighted that your distinguished career-long service to the student-
community and education field is being celebrated by colleagues, students
and the institution on your retirement. Kind of individual that you are and
nature of commitment that you bring to your work make you arich deserver of
this affection and honour. It is our privilege that through Childline, my
colleague and I had the occasion to know and work with you. We all learned a
lot from your compassionate and wise counsel. Wish you health and
happinessinyour new journey inretired life.

“"Nov 11, 2022, 16:58
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Anandiben has contributed tremendously to
the Social Work profession

- Shweta Bajaj
(Senior Program Manager, Saksham, TISS)

I was privileged to get to know Anandiben, when we partnered with
Gujarat Vidyapith for a pioneering project called 'Saksham'. As the name
suggests, 'Saksham' in collaboration with the National AIDS Control
Organisation, developed a national strategy and undertook capacity building
of HIV Counsellors. Anandiben is an embodiment of Social Work Principles
and walks her talk. My Social Work education continued and I kept learning
because of my interactions with Anandiben. Anandiben has contributed
tremendously to the Social Work profession and I wish her the best for her
future endeavors. As they say, a Social Worker never retires and [ look forward
to the newer work thatl am sure, Anandiben will undertake.
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